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PRESBY TERIANS of Seotland | 


Who are HEARERS of 
The Reverend 


HE Reflections of late 3 out 


Mr. JW hirefield..in general are fo fre- 
quent, there = been ſo much 
Noiſe raiſed a the Presb terĩans 
in particular who countenance his pu- 

blick Miniſtrations, as if, by ſo doing, 
they acted inconſiſtently 1 them- 

ſelves, and virtually condemned the 


practice of 9; worthy Forefathers, who, in the late | 
| Reigns, ſuffered ſo much for refuſing to hear the Epi 


PLI&O 
— ſeveral of whom muſt be allowed to have been. 
Men, and to have preached the Calviniſt Doctrine as 


| well as Mr. Whitefield, that we have judged it would not 
be unacceptable to the Publick, to have this Matter Ft in a, 
true Light; and, in order to w 


„we pr ſe ro ſhew, 
ces of = un- 


Firſt, The State and Circ 


againſt the Hearers of the Reverend 
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Re arion. 247 Op e ſhall ſhew, 


ing with Mr. Mhiteſteid 


at as Qur. join- 
in che Ordinances ef the Goſpel 
fue? ified by the Principles and Practice of our Church 
from the Reformation, fo alſo by our M fer ve” 


fon, and Solewar pg and Covenant, 
Na 2h to the Fir, As Nations, as i as Perſors, 
deal too often in Extremes; ſo the Engliſh Nation, from 


a wanton lawleſs Liberty 1 
* under the Uſurpation, run into a far greater 
1 of arbitrary Government than ever, of which we in 


Is . bell enten with a limited Monarchy, as is plain from 
upwards of Fifty Years Experience fince the Revolution; 
Vet it is too much poſſeſſed of the Principles of Fenz 
To ſubſiſt with. an abſolute Government. 


Wherefore, upon the 1 wins was caſhi- 


ved, to make Way for Epiſcopacy, and a 


Supremacy, 


in order; to complete the moſt abſolute Tyranny- over both 


Church andState, thatever this Nation knew before ; which 


will beſt beſt appear from x ſhort Recital of a few of che Ats 
it was introduced, and theſe moſt 
* Tigidly execute upon the moſt modeſt Oppoſer, and which | 


of Parliament where 


gs are neceffary in the after Reaſoning. 

, By the firſt Act of Parliament 1661, the Oath of 
rEmacy is | enated, * Declaring the King Supreme over 
ke” SN lons, and in all Cauſes, Sc. ſwearing never to de- 
"08 claim his Power or Juriſdiction, Ec.” This 3s called an 
Ou Alegiante, and conceived in Terms ſomewhat 
« doubeful- as to the Supremacy thereby intended, and on 


chr neous rfl by ay but the Ambig iguity was ex- | 


Plained. to the u of Supremacy, by the firſt 
A of te. next e Selen e pt Epikcopacy. " This 


Q On 


MAR on that Occafion 98 our: 


in Religion as well as Civil 


Ad fit the © wild Effects. And altho' Presbytery | 


Ions in Truſt: through the Nation. 


f the — as Supreme, Sc. to * regulate, 
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as Fuben' y the Parliament, then by al av - 


Leal 1661. oi 1 


adh, By sche, zeth Act of che fame 


Miniſter can be- :preſcated} 40! any Church until be car thi 
Oach of Su 


, By the firſt act eee 1662, Ae 


: is:enadted, and with it che moſt abſolute Supretnac 


nable, as an inherent Right of the Cron: 7 a us, 


1 — Ordering and Diſpoſal of the external 


Government and Policy of the Church, doth belong to 


his Majeſty as an inherent Right of the Crown, ver 


**:tue of his Royal Preroga — and Supremacy in Cauſes 
* Eccleſiaſtical, Sc. it is bes, That nber Mall 
4 be determined by his Majeſty, with the Advice of he 
4 Archbiſhops and Bi £9c. ſhall be valid and eſſectu- 


al, Sc. And reſcinds and annuls all Acts of Parliament, 
. or of the Church, which may be interprete to have given 


any Church Power, Juriſdiction or Government, to the 
65 4 Office-bearers of the Church, Sc. other than that which 
*:acknowledgeth a Dependence upon the 2 Power 


by the 
2 Archbiſhops and Biſhops, who are, &9c. to be N 


able to his Majeſty for their Adminiſtration.” 


By the ad Act of this ſame Parliament 26640) it is 


i 3 That if any Perſon or Perſons, by Writing, Print- 


„ in Prayi Preac or Remonſtrance, expreis or de- 
* cate any Words wes” av Oc. 7 the Dillike of his 


_ «Majeſty's Royal Prerogative and Supremacy in Cauſes 


«« Ecclcfiaſtical, : or of the Government of the Church by 

« Archbiſhops, Biſliops, Oc. ſuch Thall be liable ta the l 
« Pains therein-mentioned.” 

Ito, By the 3d Act of Hil Gmc Parliament 1662, hs 
e of all ſuch Miniſters as had entred fince the Tear 
1649 are declared vacant; allowing neverthelefs every ſuch 
Miniſter to be re- admitted to thele their Churches, upon 
their accepting a Preſentation from tlie Patron, and Collation 


from the Biſhop -of che , and, by che Act, the Pas 


tron is obliged toipreſent them. 
Gro, By the 4th Act of this a Parliament 1662, 


Miniſter, vid the Char d ruin 2 FT 5 
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7 _ationscof-the-Dicceſe: by the Biſhop or thoſe appointed by 
3 him, as alſo his Dioceſan Aſſemblies; and to aſſiſt in all 
Acts of Diſcipline, as he ſhall be required by the Arch- 
biſhop or Biſhop : And, in caſe of his Abſence from any of 
theſe, he ſhall for the firſt Fault be ſuſpended ab qſioio 8 
bengſcio, and for rthe ſecond depoſed. This Act alſo diſ- - 
3 th all Meetings in private Houſes for religious Exer- 
F cies, other than by the Members of the Fanuly. 
By theſe Acts, every Miniſter within the Church was 
17 . brought under the miſerable Alternative, either to comply 
with this rigid Epiſcopacy he had but lately abjured, or be 
| turned out of his Church, and diſcharged the Exerciſe of his 
[1 Miniſtry ſo much as in a private F al: VVT 
From the Writings of theſe Times, of good Credit, we 
| are informed of the following Particulars 3\ That, | before the 
Reſtoration, a Spirit of Religion and Godlineſs did much 
abound,. with an outward moral Deportment ſuitable there- 
0. It was rare to meet with Families where the HOP 
| of God was not to be found, and as rare to have heard ſo | 
much as a profane Oath, or to have ſeen a Perſon drunk ; 2 
| Which thereafter became ordinagy Offences, but were then a _ 
very great Scandal. And which, under God, did proceed } 
from the painful and ſucceſsfuÞ Labours of a Multitude of | 
zealous and faithful Miniſters, who were, upon the R2ſtora- 
501," all turned out of their Churches, for no other Cauſe 
than that they would not ſubmit to the Prelacy, which they 
+. had-but lately abjured as contrary to the Word of God; and 
were obli na; to remove: from their Houſes and Pariſhes, 
with their Families, they knew not where: And for preach- 
ing in Corners, and among Hills and Deſerts, they were de- 
clared Rebels, and hunted from Place to Place, until they FF « 
were forced to flee their native Country, and wander in fo- 4 
„ ie £4 | . 5 
Above one third Part of the Miniſters of Sotland, and te 
_ . theſe the moſt eminent of them for Piety and Learning, « 
. moſtly in the S$04rh and Neſt Parts, were thus turned out of « 
their Churches; while near the other Two thirds of them, [7 « 
generally through the North and Illes, did ſubmit to Epiſco» 7} «, 


The Churches thus vacated were, by the Biſhops, fill 
pero Sas e ie 


#2 | \ — » 


with 1 the ald 
them is in theſe Words: be new Who were 
« put in the Places of the ejected Preachers, were 6 


| # 6. were a 
and were 
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« very mean and deſpicable in all Reſpects-. They were? | 


1 the worſt Preachers I ever heard; n. were ignorant to 5 


a; EY and many of them wetes o vitious; 
—— to ow Orders, and the © 


and Refuſe of the 3 
* Thoſe of cem vit who aroſe above Contempt and — 
4 were Men of ſuch violent Tempers, that they were as 


0 I % much hated-as the others were deſpiſed! And this his 


Character of them agrees with the other Accounts: of rhoſe 
Times. Now, ſuch 3 no other Title to their Churches. 
chan the Preſentation of 4 Patron, and Collation of the 
Biſhop, were thruſt upon their Pariſhes. _ 

- Wherefore their Reception generally was bad: In Calne 
Places they were received with Tears and Entreaties to be- 
gone, and in other Places with Reaſons and Arguments they 
could not anſwer, and others entertained them with Affronts 
and Indignities too many to be repeated; while the more 
grave and ſerious mourned in ſecret over the miſerable Br 
change, and; from a Principle, could never ſubmit to hear 
them or countenance their iniſtry. The Effect of which 
e Churches through e Counties of the Nation. 

And as this Epiſcopacy, the Idol of the State, wanted 
now nothing to make it complete but the Submiſſion of the 
Nation from the Reformation averſe to it, therefore, "by: 
the 2d Act of 3d Seffion of this firſt Parliament 166 * 
againſt Separation, it is ſtatute as follows, And as his 
+ Majeſty doth expect from all his dutiful Subjects an 


. Ae wledgment of, and hearty Compliance with, hie 


Government Ecclefiaſtical and Civil, as now eſtabliſhed 
8 +» Law, c. and that, in order thereunto, they will: give 
eir cheerful Nee Countenance and Affiſtance to 


1 b ſuch Miniſters as, by ET Authority, are or ſhall be 


admitted into their ſeveral Pariſhes, and attend all the 


| | © ordinary Meetings for divine Worſhip in the ſame; ſohis 


* Majeſty/doth declare, that he will account a withdrawing 
from, and! not keeping and joining in, theſe Meetings, to 


\ 8 be ton De. — that * * N Perſon, fra 


e 


n ee ener ing and Sheen. an abo 


tc ſent themſel ves from the ordinary of divine Wor⸗ 
, hip än their — on — 'sDay, ſhalt 


Th Jenico the Pains and Penalties under · written; viz. Each 


©. Nobleman; Gentleman, or Heritor, the Loſ of a fourth 


a Part uf each Traris Rent in which they ſhall be accuſed 


<« ani convicted; and every Tenant or Farmer, the Loſs of 
«. ſuch Proportion af his free Moveables (after Payment of 
< his Maſter's Rent). as his Majeſty: ſhall think fit; not èx- 
1 ceeding a fourth Part thereof 3 and ever Burgeſs the Los 
6 of the Liberty of Merhandiſing, an all: other Privr 
leges within Burgh, and ia fourth Part of-his Moveables.” 
All which Fines:the Council are, by the Aft, appointed to 


- cauſe: —_ and .o inflict ſuch other corporal Puniſhment as 


they ſhall think fit. 

In January thereafter 1664, * High: Comiſſion Otart 
8 conſiſting of Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and the 
other Eecleſiaſtick and Laick Perſons: therein named: by his 

Najeſty; the ſhameful Inſtance of a Proteſtant: 
To this Court the Execution of this laſt Act, and thb liole 
other Laus againſt the Presbyterians, was committed ie And 


che regular Troops were ſent through the Country for my | * 


ing theſe- Fines, who everywhere took free 

many other Barbarities, until the Fines were daa An 

by che Repetition of [theſe Fines, Multitudes of hoe 

People being robbed of all their Subſtance, were forced 

1 ; in Deſerts, aul from Place to Place, in the Want 
r 9 N hi | 
Many, w 0 cd bear ct W rabbe@of chein 
Subſtance, .complied td hear theſe Epifcopal>Incumbents; 
whom. they called: Curates but: deſpiſed: them. in their 
Hearts; their Praklice (as our Authors, ſay) was fo-unwbr- 
"thy of, their: Proſeſſion. However, ſeveral of theſe Curates 
being found). in their Doctrine, and regular in their Lives, 
"Th only. aer e DE: — eee but alſo in 

1me brought them. to a Ii 0 co 

And: as this their 8 
dhe Grouid-work of the many — — ̃ — 
wards inflicted upon the Presbyterians during this Period, 


_ s the Obſtvry of the Government 9 ; 


in 


* 


- 
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| For, at this Timer no Perſon duiſt either preash, pray, write, 
1 ng elſe 12 — 


circumſtantial ta have founded fiick Guſfering upon; yet it 


feual, until the Nation was brought to fubmit-to it, in 


order to complete the abſolute Tyranny. over both nech 
and State then intended: Such as did ſubmit: 0 


ſüfſettd no Hardſhips, bot were accbunted the: Friends 


the Gavernment, from their bare Attendance an the Mir 


cheſe Curates 5 While thoſe; who refuſed to _— 
were eſteemed the Enemies of the. Govi 
eute as above, merely for this ſimplæ Refu to Io ho, ad 


Which was all they could now do-to Þ fun he 
bation of the Violence then done to hurch a 


int, or peak a inſt theſe, or any Thi 
mee was p ae do; a appears by the ath a2 bers 
recited 
And ee 10 their refuling wo heat the Caretes 
appear to ſome at this Day, to he an 8 


7 


is to their Stedtaſtneſs and Pęrſeytranse in this and foray 


other Things, that we, at this Time, owa all the Liberty, 


Peace and ranquillity we have ſinee the Reug/tgar, | 


as a Mean in the Hand of Pray: ah that 


zappy Event of our Freedom from Fran wa d arbitrary 
awer. Wherefore, | 3 © 18110 


H. We. 
wardiy By —— to ſuffer any Hardſhips, rather than ſulz- 
mit to hear theſe: | 
by the Vulgar; go ng, U ſhow under each 
Reaſon, that none of them de at all concern our hearing 
Mr. W bitefield, except the E 
Anſwer to which aa ery ner and laſt Head. 

E ASORNH I. From the Act of Parliament laſt reeited, 
the: hearing of theſe Curates, _ by that Act, was 
an 12 upon all ordinary or divine Wars 


ſhip diſpenſed by them 3 and that an videuce, fiot 
| of their leaked Goragliance with the Gouernment\ He 
E 
= 69 u 1 72 
| in _ San) ba allo as an Evidence of thi — 5 


Hs 


give the ras which dread 3 | 
iſcopal Incui ; then called Corarer = 


piſcopacy and-Supremacy, aur 
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„ Countenante. 1 FI to as ee a 
Curates, as ane mo A s by that- rr Ad 
the one is e in order to the other 0 
therefore an bee e of Wo 3 
| f, Let it be only Fuppoſed, that. the he: of Epi 


Presbyterians in the Period 3 uhe Year 163 8, 1 

in certain Caſes, and upon certain Conditions, it "vill be 
appear that it is Iawful; but, at preſent, it is only 

ſuppoſed to be ſo) yet, as the Hearing then required by the 
forelaid Act is in order to ſhew, and as an Evidence 55 
e hear rene vr OG with:the Prelacy and Supremac 
L roar rr in the State, e eſtabliſhes 
& Te: it was impoſſible for any: Presbyterian to give —— 


Hearing without Sin. The Heathen — uſed to rou 


the” Chriſtians" to throw their Bibles into the Fire, to 
2 themſelves from it, which they refuſed; and then con- 
- deſcended that they ſhould only throw a Bit of Paper into 
the Fire inſtead of he Bible, he this they alſo refuſed, 
chuſing rather to be burnt themſelves. "The Caſes are pre- 
ciſcly parallel: For, as throwing a Piece _ Paper into the 

Fire, and hearin the Curates . ſuppo 2 
imocent ; yet, being connected with, LF Evidences of; 
other finful Acts as above, they are Sin : But we muſt luffer 

rather than fin. 7 

Adly, The Heiring of theſe Curates, requimil 
is an {Attendance upon all the ordinary MeetingsYfor Divine 
Morſbip by them diſpenſed ; joined with 4 cheerful Concur- 


rence, Countenance and ance to their Miniſtry, as ſettled | 


in their Pariſhes by the Authority therein-mentioned, merely 


Eraſtian. Now, as the then Presbyterians had but lately: 


. eCovenants, {worn to the Doctrine and Government, £97. 
of their Presbyterian Church as conform to the Word of God, 
and on that account had abjured Popery, Prelacy, c. be- 
| cauſe contrary thereto: Therefore, if any ſuch believed his 
Principles on that Head to be conform to the Word, and his 


ſuperadded Obligation from the Oath he had ſworn, it was 


ible for him to give Obedience to this Act, without 


An, and manifeſt. 1 55 5 10 1 Mort was much . 
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trations, 2 ſuch Terms, as by our wo 


But, on- the contrary, he appears amongſt us 88 a — 


terian, laying aſide all that belongs to his Epiſropacy, for 


the Pleaſure he has of preaching to us Chriſt and him only; 


RREASON II. They tell us, They could never give 5. 


bedienęe to the foreſaid Act, by acknowledging theſe Cu- 
rates as the lawful Miniſters of the Pariſhes into which they 
had intruded themſelves: For, as Presbyterians, they be- 


lieve that this Church, as well as every other true Church, 
bas a Right to introduce her own Paſtors, according to the 


Order preſcribed by God's Word; but theſe Curates wers 


thruſt into their Churches over the ſtrongeſt Oppoſition of ' 
their Pariſhes, and without the Conſent of any Judicatory, 
who were all then caſhired ; ſo that they could etend nao 
Right to theſe Pariſhes, but the Preſentation of the Patron: 
A ſhameful e on the Church of Chriſt, introduced 

in the Darkneſs of Popery, and now unworthily re- introdu- 


ced and, at beſt, could only give Title to the Benefice, in 
3 the Event of a regular Vacancy, which was not the Caſe, 
And the other Part of their Right was the Collation of the 

3 Biſhop, which, according to Presbyterian Principles (even 


the moſt moderate of them) could give no Ro to any Pa- 
riſh, or found a-Paſtoral Relation without the Conſent of 


che People. But eſpecially, when the worthy Paſtors: were 


all turned out, allenarly for adhering to the Work of Refor- 


mation they had ſworn to, and theſe thruſt in who had de- 
nied the ſame; their IO to ſuch, by a cheerful Con- 
1 91 D 2 
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* would be wermſenting to 
the: Exechufion- of che one, and the Inmufion of —— 
which they could never do without Sin, but muſt look u- 
e teacheth, um x. 1.— . as nt 
the Dovr,-and therefore 7 bieveg a "Rebbers, | 
uld not hear, dat mut flee from them, as the \N, 


Now me Sum of all this is, 8 theſe Curates kt 
mhe-+0/ their Pariſhes. But then Mr. F/b:cefctd claims no 
Relation to any Pariſh. in Soriand; nor did he condeſcend | | 
 twvoome here, until he was perſwaded to it by the Invitation 
and Subſcription of a many Chriſtians, and at the eat» » 

a neſt Peſire of ſeveral Miniſters: And, after his Arrival, 
5 nowhere without an Invitation from the Miniſter | 
of che Pariſhes, one or two Inſtances exceptcd, which hap- 
pened tro Miſtake, or from Elders munen f 
Facant Congregations. 
KESO III. That they 0 refuſe Compliance , 


„ of the Corates thmitſebvegtonibo Y 


were not only immoral in their Lives, but had ald corru- 
1 2 T he iii. 6,14, if any Man obey 
not the Word, now that Man, and have no Company with 
be N. B. that be may be aſbamed. And 1 Cor. v. 11. 
um Man that is calked a Brother, be a Fumicuror, 
Rs ey or an Tokarer, or a Railer, or an Extortioner, 
unh ſunb an end, wo not to car. And, fays our Author, 
- fuch as know: our Curates beſt will grant, t that,” RS | 
_ - Impanficltied, chert are but few of them whom an imp 
Jury would not find: guilty of ſome one or other theſe 
2 And it is, fays he, notour, that many of them, 
_ both in their Miniſterial and Perſonab Capacities, are ſo 
| ſrandalous, that Profaneneis has gone forth through e 
- Land, whereby they have made Men to abhor the C Þ 
pf the Lord, 5 ont ii. 17. And even ſuch as are Stranpers 1 
do their perſona} Immoralities and 2 cannot but know | 
de Scandal of Apoſtaly, y and Breach of Covenant. 


5 Be their Lives, but alto had corrupted and perverted theis | 
7” rine and Worſhip, "8c, in ſo far a6 many. of em 
© taanted nnen. 


45 N not only; ſay they, were the Curates thus. ſeandalouy +| 
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ers and Compliers with 


mem e che libe-Guful Compliance 
ol thei bee, a, —̃— _— 


ventetl bitter Invettives Pregb 
the Reformation that } _— — o, 


"7 
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8 felds Life, ſo his Hearers are appealed: to for the Orthedony 


Gen in Pra outing eee Pol, wo „ 


and their Teſtimony ſor the ſame, pry gr ag nd 
than Sedition and Treaſon: And therefore they muſt eſtoeni 


fthem as Blaſphemers in omg ſo. Nay, ſay they, even in 


their Pr oy ach the Work © Reformation, 
2 —_ e Prelates, and their ſinful Count. 


> _ Courſes, 1 — other Things which tender 
Conſeiences oould not endure ; and therefore they could nat 
give Obedience to the foreſaid Act without Sin, Deu. xiii. 


8. Ha. ix. 16. Num. xvi. 1). 1 Tim. vi. 3.3. 
Now, as we know no ſuch Immoralitics in Mr. Mute 


of his Doctrine. And with reſpect to Fer jury, altho'-alate 
alledge that he has alyared the Solemn 


F 
2 t he utterly refuſes the Charge ad 


with reſpect to Apoſtaly and Deſection, we 
—— no 00 Touch of God, to the re of which he 


has attained, that ever be again denied but perſiſts therein 


ſtedſaſt ly. If he did preach to us as the Curates appear to 


| have dome, he would toon thin his Congtegation : Hut, on 


the contrary, it is his Doctrine, indefatigab 


Labour, Teal, 


and fervent Preaching of Chtiſt to the * of Men, with 
the bleſſed Effects of it, which we obſerve, that comments 


him to our Love and Eſteem. . 


RRASON IV. Say they, That uo Man muſt give 8 
Gromnd:of: Offaive.oe Jcandal.th:anoihber; nor nor put a Nm. 


 bling-block or Occaſion to fall in hi Brother”s May, Row: 

iv. 13. Me muſt forbear ſame hings for Gonſcience Soke 5 
F fas, not aur eum, but of others, 1 Cor. x. 28, 29. For 
_ win/oever fbail offend ove of Chriſt's little Ones, t ne bots 


ter for m, & c. Mar, xviii. 6. But their Compliance with 
8 an Offence or Scandal ; N. 
_ Lay wich reſpect to lignants, as it may harden and 
encourage them in their Oppoſition, and all other Backſli- 


cn in theig poi adly, In 
reference to the Godly, while ſuch 100 5 


Se wounig of 


14 


du chey could not tran 
Þ pc they, a ſtandi 


Chriſt neither ſold nor buried quick, but living tho 
Os dying | REG and thereby induce them to engage in 
s uarrel. JJ.“ m mt 5: 1 Kg ih 
| — what Relation has all this to Mr. hitgſeld? 
There is no Uſurpation on our Church at preſent, as was 
then ; and therefore no Occafion for ſuch Teſtimony. So 
that there can be no Argument from their Caſe to ours. 
And, in reſpect that ſome People do alledge that Offence 
is given by Presbyterians running after Mr. Mhiteſield; we 
r It is their Ignorance of Presbyterian Principles which 


makes them take fuch Offence, as we ſhall. reſently ſhew, 


And as their Ignorance is their Sin, ſo, we hope, they do 


not expect that we are to partake of their Sin to avoid their 


Offence. © The Matter of Offence can only relate to ſuch 
Things. as are indifferent and belong to our Chriſtian-Liber. 
7, 1 Cor. viii. 12, 13. When the Thing is not indifferent, 
_ we are in the 2 of work ny eee by mm we are 
termined peremptorily, without Regard to e being 
taken at what we do. Thus becauſe we are bound to pur- 
ſue the Purpoſes of our Souls Salvation by all the Means 
that the Word of God, and our Conſciences enlightned 
thereby, direct us to; therefore, if any of us find theſe va- 
luable Purpoſes advanced by. the Miniſtry of Mr. Wh:te- 
field (to the hearing of whom we can ſee no Impediment) 


In that Caſe our abſtaining from ſuch Miniſtry would be our 


Sin, which we can never ſubmit to, for avoiding the Qffence 
which any Man ſhall take at our ſo doing. 
RRASON V. They endeavour to ſhew, that the Pre. 


[| — Jates and their Curates are galley of Schiſm, and cauſe Di- 
von, &c. whom therefore t 
Til! Rom: xv1. 1). 1 Cor. xii. 25. For, ſay they, 190, They 


y were called to avoid, 
had ſeparated from the Presbyterian Church of Sorland, 


while they could never yet challenge any Principle or Pra- 


ctice thereof as contrary to the Word of God, or as not ſub- 


ſervient to the Union and. Order therein preſcribed. 2do, 
That they had innovate the Worſhip and Government of a 
hurch, and thereby had ma a | 

OW 


true C | 


knit to Poſterity what they wiſhed,; 
„ 7 5 for thereby Poſtetity ſhall ſee, at leaſt, the Inte- 
0 


r a aa 8@«@” -> a 3 


1 


T to reconcile us to our God, to our Miniſters, and to one 


Yowels: 2210, They b 0 di ed A denise frei me Fels 1 
lowſhip of a true Church, in her Miniſtry, Ordinances, a 
. in that they had cayfed the Ejection of 5 5 1 
Miniſters, the diſſipating of her J and Subverſion 
| of their pure Ordinances. 410, That they had broken Uni- 
„on with ſuch to whom they were bound to adhere, both 
from antecedent moral Obligations, and the — Bis TI: | 
of the National Oath; while they could never as yet 
any Cauſe whatever to looſe them from either 81 th Tier | 
The Prelates and their Curates were a Party within the 
Reformed Church, who had overturned the Reformation, 
and thruſt” out and perſecuted the ſound Adherers thereto. 
From all which they were plainly Schiſmaticks, from whom 
they muſt withdraw by the — Texts, and were bound: 
to endeavour the Extirpation of ſuch _ Schiſm by the” 
Covenants. a 
- Now, theſe Chiſmatical practices ab * then 9 
was ſo far the reverſe of Mr. Jitefield's Conduct, that, 
ever ſince he came amongſt us, be has made it his Buſineſs: 


another in Love; labouring inceſſantly, both in -pavuck: 
and private, for theſe excellent Purpoſes. + + 
Rxason VI. They fay, That as they muſt ker at the 
greateſt Diſtance from every Sin, into which their joining 
. the Curates 1 _ theſe var poo Id 1 75 them, 
1 2. aining from a rance of Bull 
83 99 rr. Nr Thing that — may 
make ſinful. For ſuppoſe a Thing to be materially Haft, | 
yet Circumſtances may make it finful : As an 1505 1 no- 
hong; and Things offered to Mols are nothing, and yet they. 
who eat of ag when they know them to be fo. circum- 
ſtanced, have Fellowſnip with Devils, 1 Cor. x. 18. 
21. and is called Ido 22 Ver. 14. and provokes the Zord 
3 7 Feakuſy, Ver. 22. eſpecially when an Action is ſo eir- 
_ cumfſtanced, as that it would infer an Omiſſion of their 
Duty, or a denying of their Teſtimony againſt Sin, then it is 
clearly ſinful: For whoſoever will deny Chriſt before: Men; 
&c. Mar. x. 33. And even a ſmall Matter becomes great, 
when a Teſtimony is concerned in ĩt; were it but àn open 
| e Daniel muſt not ont It to avoid: the Lion's ** Wd 


6161 ) * 

Mi Anti their Rent Ke the Hachen Kd bees 

1 Caſe of Oonſeſſion, hen there was no other Way them 
| | to exoner their Conſciences before God and the World, a. 
|| gains che then DefoQtion from the. Truth: For then there | 

was no Accels by Petition, jos pe. Remonſtrance, 

1 e. the Parliament having declared all, ſuch, treaſon- . 

a and that they muſt of Neceſſity give * 9 

| inft-rheſe evil Courſes, carried on againſt the A 

#18 2 agements. eee 

||| left but this of refufing 10 hear theſe Curates, althe? fak- 
1 feine thould be mia Can uence of it. 

lf Now, as the whole of this 6th Regſon relates entirely _ 
| 

| 


a 
— — —— OOEEIng 


at was peculiar tothaſe Times, and their then Teſtimony — | 
againſt the fame; fuch can have no-Coneern with out hearing | f, 
VM. Nchasgeld: But then we obſerve, thatthis Reaſon was uſe-; in 
| leſs, unleſs we allow _ any on the Reſtoration, . it was an 
[|| Opinion that hearing! an Epilcopal Miniſter was in im Na- 
1 tute lawful; and l — then Reaſpnings do Plaine. 
f 


e it. And in the: firſt Period ef Epiſeopacy, it was 


| XG 


1 inion, becauſe it was the Practice, as we | il prov 
| fendy 

| 

| 


and of which we ſhall mention only one Mie 
1 nent in da viz. Of theſe eight worthy Miniſters whem 
| þ King 2Zqmes called to Landan Anno 1606,, and, kept them 
| ou for ſame Years; we find thele hearing the Biſhope 
and Deans, c. of the Church of England, How, wears ha 
| fue from the Boldneſs of theſe great Men, Meſteurs Aue ſti 
[ 


It drew and s Melvils, & c. that, if they #hought it 
it Sin _ x; nr to hear Perſons: cho held Suprema 5 
1 Epiſcopaey as: their Principle, no Command of che Bar 
Nl - > Soup gry 8 them ſubwir 88 oa. of 
| org" lr. Caiderwood mentions no 80 t any 1 
| 5 — 3 but that chax did it z6 oft as de? lay 

[18 : I for 

| | - 0 Been VI VII. That the Prelates Seton che- Alus | big 
mance to re- ordain the Presbyterian Miniffers, and contrived 7 

ms 5th Act (before cited) 1662 for that Purpoſe, to.induce NL 5711 
nr parnges Part of nen re eee deb 


—— 22 — —_ CD CO aa. w ant ed 


. ro 


had | not a Stoke Qualiicatians of Munters 1 Tem. iii. 


ſay) was then notout, and from their —— e, Cc. and there: 
fore could have no inward Call to the Office 5 a — 55 5 
For, whom God calls to that holy Office, he fits ä 
fire for it, as his Word deſcribes, by affor "PF Fog , 
neceflary to the End, 15 2 5 as they ng the Mean | 
Call to the Miniſtry, ry they) from the Jolly: of 
Her Epiſco opal Ordination, they had not even the external 
I; - whi 
g ls by following forth the Order which thewordof | 
| preſcribes, and the Nullity of Epiſcopal Ordination Foe 
l Neglect e of that Order, and the entire Dependence it has u- 

on a human Authority uſurped upon the Church of Chriſt 
by the Magiſtrate in 6 5 as, by the zd Act before cited 
© introducing Prelacy, as alſo b the Act for the High Conte | 
I miſſion, 15 appears that the Biſhop is, as it were, he 

Depute accountable to him, and che Curate the Biſhop” 8 7 3=Y 

ute accountable” to him. But then. ond? us to enter into 
articulars, whereby to give any tolerable Account of this 

Debate, and the Arguments on both Sides, .ſo.as to fati | 
Pan impartial Reader, would far exceed the Bounds of this 
i} Edvy, eſpecially that this Debate is continued for ſo un j 
Ages thro! the Church to this Day. ''s 
| However, it muſt be obler ved. 1720, That, Alter they 7 
' i have diſputed. the Nullity of Epiſcopal Ordination, hep 5 


Miniſtry, and ſeem to reſtrict it, ſo as i Balles prove that 
they could have no Right to theſe their Pariſhes, from this 
bare Prelatical Ordinatioti, and no more : For the Author 
of the Hind Jet looſe, Page 238, at-the End , after. he has 
largely diſputed this Nullity of their- Ordingtion, he infers - 
| from hens the Nullity of their Baptiſm as by thenj per- 

I formed, as indeed the one muſt be t unavoidable Conſe- 
17 'of the other + But to this he replies, vis. -7 he ms 

Anſwers may ſerve here <vhich are arg for Pope 2 9 
dinations and Bai Meh and factum valet quod Heri! non 
5 7 3. . 122 ht. not to be done, but, N i ; 
21 and d 21 Which he could fer 


lie fel the abſolute Vallry of of 225 ene and Ba oF, 


8 1 


FFPFPPPPP TR — — 


x] 
| 
E 
a 
; 
x 
8 
1 


—— e— 


2, — 4: from the groſs Diſorders of their Lives, "which (they - 


ich they ſhew the 1 of Presbyterian Or. b 


ſtill give up. the Queſtion. as to the total Nullity of their, _ 
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18 
from. the e certain Principle. in Law concerning, Nultity, o Vis. 
Quod ugg, wal wag hs Ef fortitur effsFum. And th 
yen he has done, th. admits Po piſh and 0 
dination and Nin; x 55 as, Nullit by a Law- term, fo 
thele Divines do not feem to have and Pry the full Im- 
25. of it. And ſo "als th the Author of the Apolggetical . 
arion, P. 294, 295. plainly reſtricts this Nullity to this, 
Thar the Curates, ſuck Ordination, could have no Inte- 
reft, Right or Title to theſe their Parifkies, but allows tbem 
to be Minifters. And the Author of Naphtali, in his fifth 
Reaſoo againſt hearing the Curates. P. 170. follows Abo. 
lagerical Relation in the Place above· cited. And the Cale | 
muſt be ſo: For, 8 8 ; 
240, That whatever Arguments ſome few particular Mem- 
boy of our Church have thus occafionally uſed for invali- 
the Epiſcopal Ordination, yet our Church herſelf did 
at 4. 50 Hiwe adventure, by any Church-deed whatever, to 
declare ſuch Ordination null; but, on the contrary, in all 
the Periods of it, have acknowledged ſuch Ordination: For, 
in the Year 1638, when many Miniſters. ordained by the 
' Biſhops were then in the Church, not one of theſe was ever | 
re- ordained; and ſo it was alſo. at the Revolution, follow- 


the Reformation, many of 'the Popiſh Clergy, turning Pro- | 
teſtant, went on in the. Exerciſe of their Miniſtry without 
e e ge by this or any other of the Reforming 
Churches; and that becauſe our Church ſtill chuſed to re- 
Kron the.Scripture ualifications of a Miniſter, as his Piety, 
| led; e, Aptneſs to teach, with theſe. other Endow- 
ereby the Spirit of God, having fitted and qua- 
Ege a Man for the Office, in due Time by his Providence 
calls him to the Exerciſe of 3 it. | Theſe our Church ſeem to 
have regarded principally as the Evidences of the inward | 
Call: of God's Spirit: But the Epiſcopal Clergy (with us | 
at leaft) . laid the principal bal Sen on the external Form 
of Ordination, to the di wel whereof they claim to 
themſelves an uninterrupt t of Succeſſion, while 


our Church did not ſo much — who were the Admini- 
ſtrators of the external Form, provided the foreſaid Evi- 
e the inward Call to the Office 1 the . 

ns 


5 oY >, dj a, 


2 8 Q..a C't on — 
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ing the Example at the 1638; and the rather, becauſe, at i | | 


un Caceres Re 2 
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1 it-is certain, that there n been many. emĩo 


14 ghts e of the P RES 
| pal Ordination ; and, in ſome tees dit 


2- | more than they ou ag N Robert Bruce, 
1% "Fe Calder o . 

e. From the whole it appear, at as the forelail extrava- 
m gant Aſſurance of the Epiſcopal pal Clergy of this Period, ini 
th || pretending 30, re-ordain t Presbyterian Miniſters, introdu- 


dend the Diſpute of the V alidity, of pork their own Ordina- + 


1s tion, hen b ſtowed on ſome at leaſt, who; by all the 'Ac- 
counts of theſe Times, had none of the valuable er 


n- ; Qualifications before-mentioned, nay, nor other Title 


li- Whatever is, that holy Office, except the Shell or Husk ad 
id an external Ordination by a Prelate then wantonly 
to to Men ſo unworthy of it; o from thence they 
lt chat this was really nothing, and at beſt could never . 


r, title them to theſe Pariſhes, from which che true and wor- 


he Þ thy Paſtors of them were forcibly caſt out, and who there- 
er fore, ee es that Violence, did ſtill remain che 
true ſpiritu; 1 Paſtors of theſe Pariſhes ; while the Curates, 
at ae in Po te were only Intruders, without any Title 
o- Whatever. 
ut 3 with reſpe& to ach as had ſubmitted to be re- 
ng es by the Biſh Biſh Raps y reaſon thus: That Fake Ga 
©. I their Presbyterian O ination "regularly execute 10, the 
ty and 1 of their Flocks by e 
- been regularly admitted the law 11 Paſtors of their Ribe 
a- by F and Prayer, and the Impoſition of Hands of the 
ce resbytery, according to the Order of God's Word, Where- 
to by chey had then an ungueſtionable Right to their Pariſhes ; ; 
rd et, as, by the 5th 5 before cited, their Churches were 
us dec lared vacant until they acccepted of Re. ordination from 
un | the Biſhop, ſuch Miniſters, who accepted that Condition of 
to Re-ordination to recover the Poſſeſſion of their Churches, 
ile acknowledged the Vacancy by ſuch Acceptance, aud there- 
ni- | fore implicitely renounced their former juſt Title to their 
vi- © Pariſhes, having nothing left them but this Re-ordinatiop.of 
oF the Biſhop, good for nothing : Wherefore, altho* they for- 
ns | merly had Right to their 9 _ now have _ 
; E A» 


e. Epic 5 . 
n- te Bplepd N to neglect thi external Call by Ordination 


n 7 


ON" 


: 8 s ON vil. That, 55 Peppe phie ches 1d 
Miniſters * Chriſt” ould” hold their Commiſſion from 
Chriſt, as che only King and Head of his fb Chard ;. and heiß 
Office 1 not only conveyed to them b 29 cers of heil s Ap- 

p74 and con orm to, the rder he has preſcribed,.. | 
1555 in a Way of Dependence and Subordination to Chriſt 

| Kine g and Head, to whom. they muſt account for the 
niftry committed to them 
ut, by the za orecited Act eſtabliſhing opts | 
hops apd their Curates were ſubjected to the Ki 
| ; and this Su e declared to be + 
2 cht. Right and Prerogative of the Crown, and "that 'E 
Nel ep is no Power i in Church-officers but what « epends u- 
pon the King as Supreme; and the Bi 1 thereky os de- 
6 clared accountable to him for their Adminiſtration.” And 
by vertue of which Suj premacy, he has, by his foreſaid AQ 
for the High Commi ſſio een e and Church- 
cenſuręs, and thereby or, ower of the Keys, into the Hands 
of Perſons merel Civil. By all which Uſurpation upon 
the Church of Chriſt, the King, as the Fountain of all 
'Church-goverment, did impart bis Authority to ſuch. as he | 
pleaſed ; and the Biſhops ſeemed to be no other than his 
| Commiſſioners in the Exerciſe of that Eccleſiaſtical Power 
- originally in-himſelt; and the Curates only, as it were, his 
Under ects, Now, theſe Things were 1o contrary to the 
A of. Presbyterigns founded upon the Scriptures of 
| that a cheerful Submiſſion to the Mingtry of ſuch, 
| 00 that as an Evidence of their Hearty Corppliatice wi this 
very Supremacy, in terms of the forclaid A Act i muſt 

Vane been à Sin, Sc. 
1 Wn our Anſwer to this Supremacy and Epiſcopa ſhall | 
be given under the 4th and laſt Head, when we 1 have 
ä wh er the 3d Head confidered the different Practice of our 

Church rin the firſt Period of her Epiſcopacy. 
 RTxas0N 5 That, by Untaich kalte to God in his 
; holy Covenants ſworn by thele Curates, they were become 
; 9 and Truce-breakers, 2 Tim. iii. 3. and from whom 
15 hey were there commanded 7o turn away, ver. 5 For, g 
the Solern wen, theſe Ae, as well as other throu 
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| 2 770 Balg rpation of 


| becomè the Perfecatoth of all 
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Thing that was material in hem. eee 


A Ws” all that 
depends "upon it, 1 5 e Hb iſm, PR Fig: 


and 1 e is OTE 70 N who a the 


"2 27% 


kuba the Prelacy 2 8 Joly jvc, 72 


oſe 


Here to that. Oath: Therefore, & me $ 5g 
We have already 8 Mat Alt. —. next 2 f 

jureck out Covenants, nay, he fays, that he never ſo mudti'fis 

rt this Siem League until he came to Scotland,” ne al 

a further Confideration of the Senn League comes 

under the 4th and laſt Head. 


2 This Abſtract of the Ræaſons for not hearing the Oats 


on the Reſtoration, is gathered from the 7 5 ggeticul Ne. 
lation, the Hind let looſe, and others of that Time; in which 
ve have ſometimes caſt two of them be rad becauſe of 
their Coincidence,” but- have not defigh y omimitted * "any | 


M ln 7 
III. We come to account for the Aitteht nde er theſe 


15 bur firſt Period of Epiſcopacy, from 1610 to 1636, who 
ſubmitted to the then Epiſcopal Miner, Without * tuch 


Oppoſition as happened after the Reſtof ation. 

5 pat i in the 75 1606, b Fra Parl. 18. 

the Eſtate of. Biſhops was reſfored; and therein t Tg 
hd} to be Fa gs Monarch, abſolute 5 Ju bo 


"0 and Go overnor over all Perſons, Eftates and 2 — 
Spiritual and Temporal, within the Real 

macy had been enacted before this, as by ift Act, Park 8 
Amo 1584. Fl 


And in 1610, 9 the Iſt AR, Pal 21. Fame; VL Y 


| farther Ratification of the Eſtate of Biſhops, it is among 
other Things enacted, That every Miniſter, at his Ad- 
miſſion, ſhall ſwear Obedience to his Majeſty, and to the 
"Biſhop of his Dioceſe, there called his Ordinasy, according 
do the Form following * A. D. now nominated and ad- 


4 | 6 mitted 


oy 25 AA.. 


Tempora! d confels 
2 and hold the faid Church, and Poſſeſſion of the 
Bal. of his M 11 hi Gown Rp 
s Realm; * Fad the fÞ offeiſion, I do Hon 
ly r 


to his Freſence, c. 
er Colt, li i hes crafted, Tha 
3 all, at his Admiſſion, fear Obedience. to 
ed bis Ordinary) in the: Form f llpw- 
Ape Lirk of C, prot = 


all Riel Things, 50 help me Cod fe 
y this fame AR it is ſtatuted, That every Mate. 
the Viſization of the Dioceſe. by 
1 Aſſembly, he ſhall < hal rhe | 
FEM Ee ke die 40 from hi Office and Benefice | 
amend not, you ſhall be depoſed, As alſo, te 1141 
1592, cabling Presbytery, is reps * 


3 the Acts above cited it appears, that Epiſcof was 
hebliche in this Period. pacy 
pies offered by our 1 after che Reftora- 
Py 1 ame Diverſity. of Practice 'of the firlt Period, 
by thieir hearin 1 po lo omg while thoſe of 
he Agel, 
8 9 Be Le e Tell. 
2 3901 ern ks 25 2 by Bentele Re- 
0 „Ec. them,” As to WOES, we ob- 
rye, That ſuch Te Imony Was then given by. ſome zealous 
and worthy Miniſters of that Period, who ſuffered for it. 
= 2 15 "Thee they had- General Aﬀemblics, and were {till 
4 pes of regovering them for Redreſs of their Grie- 
* yayces ; and therefore ſubmitted to their Epiſcopal In- 
. cumbente in the wean Time,” As to which we oblerve, 
As there were no-Afemblies during the firſt Period 


** * fix Years Epilcopacy, but- what were declared . 
corrupt 


| * E 
1 gh . op. 
ne and null 1 thi | Q 
i Jaws VI. r 


the eig e et ee 


ro fog as muck after Alu dvermnent Bu lars for 9 


State as the other. And theſe: their Expectarione could be 
no Argument for a finful Compliance in the” mean Time; 
but we believe they thought it no Sin, ng er they! wou is 
never have comp ber ke 5 bad Coi fe 3 a 8 
e, *Th tis a aten _ 
BE: en ke d go "ends hols 

4 fathers, in the fiſt Period of Epifcopacy, could not ad- 
„ As to which we 6 that, the 


erve.” 5 
Queſtion ing abont refuſing w hear E iſcopal Incumbents, - 


this could 150 been refuſed in che firſt Period a8 Er. ag in 
the ſecond; and with much more Safety, becauſe there A 
- I no Law Kaan d 3d mo wake Pains and Penalties; 


* They fy, 0 Wig the Church, at or near ah 


« formation, may do. many Things which cannot is 2 5 | 
y 


* when ſhe is fully reformed ; 885 e in the one 
«& js but from Darkneſs to Licht ; 5 ao, 


* ther, ſhe muſt not part with the Light and e 


« ſhe has attained to: For the one is as the Twili 
< the other as the Sun-ſhine; with a great dea mn 
this Purpoſe, Which amounts in whole. to, this, That 
Wrongs in a Perſon or ory are more or leſ$.ſuch, acc 
ding to the Degrees 3 they are F of at che 
Time they commit a 

Now, this Argument is mo certain] true: But then it 
will apply much more fa vourably to Mr. } hitefeld, born 
and bred up within, the preſent nel of the Church * 
England, who, with. reſpect to his Situation and Means of 
Knowledge, muſt have been as much p 
of c as any Papiſt could be in rk 

be 7 excuſcable than even thoſe of our 

e acy, lcopury, where the People vere — 


3 
od 


- 


| * 
wich an Opinion that Epiſcopacy Co 

Mg On by their ihe he RA and = 
ner againſt it, ew much more Knowledge of the 10 ; 
ror of. 2 than it was poſſible for! Mr. 18 | 


ow educats in the Belief of it as a Truth. 
989055 8 5 Situation of the dene ol che Church 13 
E by Auninianiſin and other Errors, he muſt have = 


n*as great Darkneſs as to ſome of = moſt valuable 
theGolpel Mich reſpect to which he is now. by 

e] ght into a Stäte f Lig t and Con- 
verhon, 32 ae (as we are box A to believe) with 
a | Diſpoſition. 75 ady to renounce. ev embrace = 
every Truth, ſo ſoon as bg is able. to ikover them; ; which 


= 


'&-the true and v Wario poſition: of a converted. Mind: There- 5 


955 be ought to embraced by every Chriſtian, co & 
een Principles, as we, ſhall ſhew,. kia 
he as theſe Apologies, made by. the Writers on the Re- 
atign, appear to be too weak and inſufficient for e | 
2 of this firſt Period, and that ett do not .exhault 
a 1A Jar from the Hiſtories F. thele T iter we ſhall 
as follows ; 
ino, That alto; Epiſiopaey was always "as it 1 be; i 
85 Mery Presbyterian held as an Error, and is e a very. 
reat Incroachment on the Chriſtian Church apail 19 2 55 ; 1 
we find ſeveral worthy Miniſters, in this fir Fi Period 9 5 
1 he | proteſting and remonſtrating 3 
we hear no Fog of cople refuſing, to hear the Epil 45 | 
pal. Miniſters that Pa, altho' Epiſcopacy and Supre. 
were 5 fully eſtabliſhed by Law, and ſubmitted 
to. hrobgh the Nation; and altho" they were {till Presbyte- 
nad in their Principle, as a pears fr m their zealouſly throw- 
ing off Epiſcopacy in the Year 16; „Vet. they ſubmitted to 
their -Miniſters, tho then ſubjected to the Bihops and the 
King's s Supremacy in the abſolute Manner already Beate 
58 n wage pink it i 1110 Period I 1 . | 
5 5 wo iniſters, a few of whom were banithe 
by | CRE 5 8 Be nw ng * : he Re: 
. gn in econd Period of Epiſcopacy, after t 
22 refuſing to or the the Giri wa from the Ne- 


e [2 At's of hs Petiod, 


ꝶ6ꝙʃE˖ 4 


wtrhereby the hearing there . was a Telbof ne ie 1 
ward and hearty Approbation of the Supremacy; and a cher -:- 
ful Compliance with the Epiſcopaey then introduced, as ap- 'F 
pears foi their firſt Reaſon before mentioned: A Thi i 

| never required of the People 9 che firſt Period ʒ for, If 
I. ir bad, i would have been refuſtd: Wherefore, in te t 
F Period, they heard and continued Piidbytcrian Rill 5 but; in 
the ſecopd Period, they could not do ſo, but, by their L 
hearing; renounced 1 and became Epiſcopal, Pre. 

ſfunptione juris : the Law did enact the Preſumption 1 

upon them; anda avoringly this 1s. the true Reaſon for their L; 
not hearing which it appears, that it was never.ac- 1 
counted 1 in this for, ar to hear a Miniſter, mere. | 
ly becauſe he was Epiſcopa „without other Reaſons Joined 3 1 

altho' we ſtill held and o hold Epiſcopacy to be am Error, 

and do as firmly believe as pra, the Presbyterian Church» N 

government, a8 ee eſtabliſhed in Sorland, is the only | 

orm of Chure overnment we know _— is eee 8 

the Word. of 8 "10 80 1 
wach, Thur, in this felt Period of Epiſcopury, en n, 

0 Intrufion 3 the Miniſters then, ho! EC by the | 
Biſhops, being 6 called or ſubmitted, t by: their re. 
ſpective Flocks. But it vas quite the reverſe after the Re- 1 
ftoration, the Curates being r hv thruſt -upori their Pariſhes,, ö 
beſides the Excluſion of the worthy and regular Paſtots d“ 
theſe Pariſhes, which was a | pore; a Cauſe: of theiraefufing 
to hear the Intruded. 9 

3 tio, That the Incumbents 1n ah: {orelaid; 6ſt Pitiod, | 
had not abjured Epiſcopacy, as thoſe in the ſecond had done, $ 
but a few Years before t * Submiſſion to it;: which wWã³às 3 
; 2 one for hre to _ _ „as was 3 : 

ut this Objection of Perjury could not grade . 
niſters by the Kea of the firſt 1 8 7 
470, That, the Reſtoration, this refukiby to) , 

Comes was any Tei left them of that Period a- - ; 

gainſt the Supremacy, 8 710 and Eerjury then introdu- 2 
ced; ſeeing Petitioning, Proteſting and Remonſtran were 
then utterly diſcharg „as by the Act before cited But in 


. this firſt Period, e was no ſuch Inhibition laid upon = 
F A, but chey 6 * And | 


— 
— — 
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therefore, as long as they could exerciſe their Teſtimony in 
this Way, they judged Hearing and Submiſſion their Duty. 


- 570; We find, from the great and worthy Men about that 
Time, Mr. 4ndrew Melvil, Mr. 7ohn Davidſon at Salt- 


| Preſtoun, &c. that as the Doctrine of the Reformed Church 
was the great Thing to be attended to, ſo the Diſcipline was 


looked upon as the Hedge for Preſervation of it. Thus 


Mr. Davicſon, in his Letter to the Aſſembly 1597, fearing 


the Miſchtef then attempted upon the Diſcipline, lays, 
That the Unity in the ſincere Doctrine is this Day the 


« Roſe-garland of the Kirk of Sorland ; and that the Pre- 
«ſervation of this Unity in the Doctrine came from the A- 


„ greement in the Liberty of the Execution of the Diſci- 


4 pline, which (N. Z.) hath been the Hedge and Bulwark, 
as it were, of the Doctrine.“ And as this was the Opi- 
nion of thoſe Times, therefore, in this firſt Period, they 

thought it wrong to throw away the Doctrine merely be- 


cauſe it had loſt its Hedge, to their great Grief ; eſpecially 


chat they had other Ways of executing their Teſtimony a- 

28 the Incroachments made on the Diſcipline, than by 

wing up the Doctrine too; or that, becauſe they could 

not have both, they would have neither. And which was 

not the Caſe upon the Reſtoration, when they had neither 
Doctrine nor Diſcipline left them, as we have heard; and 

had no other Way left to bear a Teſtimony againſt the In- 

.  croachments made on the Diſcipline, but by withdrawing 


. 


from hearing in their publick Aſſemblies. 


670, That, in this ſecond Period of Epiſcopacy, the 8 
their 


Complaint againſt the then Curates was the Errors in 


as well as the Immoralities of their Lives, as be- 


4 - fore ſer forth ; which is a concluding Objection againſt any 
Man's Mmiſtry, of whatever Denomination. But, in che 


firſt Period, they had no ſuch Odjection, and were then 


- nearer the Times of our Reformation, when the inward Call 
to the Mmiſtry was ee Grapes to, by the Eviden- 


ces of a Man Piety, Knowledge, Aptneſs to teach, Oc. 


whereby the Spirit of God, having fitted and qualified a 
Perſon for the Office, in due Time calls him to the Exercite 
of it by his Providence: Which was the Caſe of ſeveral 
of our firſt Reformers, particularly Mr. Rpbert Bruce * . 
my a e | 1 | 3 
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Miniſtry, for a Courſe of Years, without any external Or- 

dination; inſomuch that Mr. Calderwood ſays, on this Occa - 
don, That the external Ordination, by Impoſition of Hands, 
was held as a Ceremony unneceſſary and indifferent in our 


- „Kirke, until that, now they are lay ing the Foundation of 
© Epiicopacy, it is urged as neceſſary.“ This was the Opi- 


nion of that Time. And tho' we do not approve of. it, yet 
as this Debate about Qrdination was. when they were laying 
the Foundation of Epiſcopacy, and but a very few Years be- 
fore the full Eſtabliſhment of it by Law, it muſt have in- 
fluenced the Conduct on that Occafion : So that if they were 


ſiatisfied about their Miniſter's, having the inward Call to the - 


Miniſtry as above, and that the external Ordination was but 
a Ceremony and indifferent, it muſt be equally indifferent by 


whom it was given, whether by Biſhop or Presbyters ; be- 


cauſe that, whether given or not, or by. whom given, ie 
all one, as to a Thing indifferent. Wherefqre, al 


IV. We come to ſhew that, as our joining with Mr. 


I hitefield, in the Ordinances of the Goſpel, ſtands juſtified . 
by the Principles and Practice of our Church from the Re- 


formation, thro' the different Periods of it, ſo alſo by our 


Weſtminiſter Confeſſion of Faith, and Sem League and Co- 


Now, as it appears, by the above Paſſage from Mr. Calder wood, 


copacy Anno 1606 and 1610, it was accounted indifferent 
by whom the external Form of Ordination was given; ſo, 
during the firſt Period of our Epiſcopacy, they accepted 
Ordination from the Prelates, as ch | | w 
Presbyters: And their People notwithſtanding continued in 
Submiſſion to them as their lawful Paſtors, yet ſtill remon - 


that, from the Reformation to the firſt Period of our Epil-: | 


2 roachment on the Church of Chriſt; but, upon 
e 


they had no other ay ie them for @ Teſtimony: 
: 1 ; 2 | = | 


an 


Mr. James Balfour, Amo 1598, who had exereiſed "their, 


z0*Epiſ- 
copacy was always looked upon as a Wrong in this Church, 
yer © pilcopet Oediatin,” hemg once inet RYSRN::. 
valid. 3 5 | TN FB tt Ed 


ey had done before from 


8 that Prelacy and Supremacy then introduced, 


1 5 4 they refuſed ſuch Submiſſion to the Curates. 
EB es 


cs ) 
inſt” thi then Uſu us 1 
r ſhewed. And ib ref e 


refuing — 


e and 


Epiſ-i 


Copacy 


are the only two des within the whole fl the 


— — 


* 


Reaſons before. mentioned, chat can concern Mr. Wi refiel 

we ſhall fyrther obſerve,” Ty at 
Imo, That, in the Reign 
Biſhops 
from 
Church, and not the Po 
ſhewing what David and the other good 
had done, by diſpoſing K. the Prieſts m. i er urſes, and 
reforming the e Sc. Whatever was in their 
Reaſoning, yet it prevailed ſo far with that King, as to in- 
duce his 1 Revolt the Romiſh See, and to do many 
Things which brought on the Reformation of that Church. 


„ 


of Rome z _ they' did'by: 


. Rruggled againſt all. ſuch Attempts to Supremacy. 
Dow: VI, (ag: 5 of it as Henry VIII. could be): 
re ſo ſoon as he go 

he found Supremacy 

8 ines of arbitrary Power, to be 


„theſe favourite En- 
very Principles of that 


Vl - 

[ | ahove; he then Selen to force it upon Srotland al ſo, as 

be he did the Acts above-mentioned, and by Confinement 

p ot — of ſuch worthy Miniſters as oppoſed it. 

— 580 that Supremacy and Epiſcopacy having been mantained 

1 ae in England from their Reformation to this Day, 
- as Freedom 5 it has been ſtruggled for in Sorland from 
4 to Ag e rH our 3 it low that whe oa 
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4 upon 5 Rinde pr we in Scotland never Lhe roy 
f 0 8 are theſe, that 10. 10 are the beſt 2 char the 


leet {fol 


eee ba in i Seeg ia # Th an 
Oath of Supremacy; at 9 0 Ordination, it i evidem that 


- Fes can bs no o Afgumentagain Joining wih him at er 
| NP 


It was 5, otherwiſe in Storlayd, where our Reformers 
_ 


7 the Throne of England, ee 
Epiſ 


| 5 5 Hay Vill. the: ERH mY 
diſpoſed to the 1 endeayoured to prove 


riptare, that the King was ſupreme Head of the 
age Fudah: 


hurch deliberately profeſſed Gow their Reformation, as 


\ 


ö 

1 

4 

y 
4 

2 


- abſerveds; That ſeeing &. 


te Epiſcopacy, as alſo Frans ty e forelaid Apology of, thels; on 
e 


ö + ebe W 


aha 25 Seb kinted.” his Bel 


ao, Me ſauuſt beg leave _— ap notice LEA 10 former 4 
4/0 were fi 1y 
eſtabliſhed iſhed; hoth on 2 e, and alſo 4 our fiſt. Pe. 
Epi a and th at,- in both Periods, each h Mine: 

ſter. was, At h dmiſſion, obli ged. to ſwear the Oa 


of ſuch notwithſtanding ; in the ſecond they 


— Supremacy ;. in apo firlt Period. they ſubmitted to the Minis 
TD 


) becauſe it was then become a Sin againſt their Know 1 =1 
and an Apuſtaſy from the Reformation they had attaj 


to ; whereas in the firſt Period they: were ab 
med concerning the Evil of theſe Things, and, being neares 


the Times of our firſt Reformation, they were but coming 
from Darkneſs to Light, Ac. Which as it is the very A 
N gy-th that they upon the Reſtoration make for this q 
5 ice of the firſt Period, as we have heared; £o.1 it x - 
actly ſuits Mr. M hiteſfeld's Caſe, bred'up in greater Dark. 
neſs 106 his Church than ever was in ours as to theſe Points, 


From whence we conclude, That as our hearing of Ms 
where ſtands juſtified b the. Practice of our firſt Peri 


Reftoration ;, , therefore, our Practice being juſtiß 
Paci of the firſt and Judgment of the ſecond Pe 


Period 


_ follows, that, if che Presbyterians of both thele: Periods 
were in Life, they would hear and embrace Mr. Nano 


— juſt as we re des, and to doing of which (as. we' ſhall 
preſently ſhew) they ſtand bou ad b 


—_— yet at the ſame Time we are perſwaded, that nei - 


ther the oh uence of our firſt Period, nor any Preby- 
rerian at this Day, would have ſubmitted to hear theſe Cu- 
rates on the Reſtoration, for the very firſt Reaſon heſore 


given, altho' there had been no hes becauſe they could 


vot give Obedience to the forefaid Act of Parliament _ f 
they became really. Epiſcopal] wks [their Wee g IE 
ey became To 


they. continued om aa. 


ſhip 5 -Chriit Oer: his Church, and his- 1 1 5 — A 4: 
every Principle in the leaſt” inconſiſtent therewith. © > 


y the Principles of our 


Confeſſion of Faith, and Solemn League and Covenant. 


11 __ . then and / is ſtill in 


30 

t to mention es dees ge 

od Gr taken relevant to inſer a Refuſal to 
theſe Curates, - to admit of the hearing of Mr. 
2) at the hg Tie. e 

31, That as it pleaſed God, from the blackeſt of Po- 


'Darknels, at cke. Reformation to enlighten ſome „ 


en eminently as to the Doctrine, and yet to allow 

die unenlightned as to to, the Prelacy of that Romiſh: 
2 as in many e eee _—_ and in Big 
lang particularly, where theſe great Biſhops, Ridley, Lati- 
mer and Cramer, were honoured to make fo glorious an 
Appearance for the Doctrine, and for cs ſted 
rence thereto were 'burnt at a Stake, with Multitudes of 
others at that Time, giving Glory to God and the Teſtimony 
of Jeſus in the Midſt of Flames; gens yet it pleaſed God to 
allow them to die unenlightned as ee ee emacy and Epiſ- 
at Church: We. 

ht not the ſame God, from amidſt the preſent 
Dunes of T fame Church, enlighten a Man as to m_ 

 Dobteme, 5 ſend him to preach it, eminently ſuppo 

and followed with remarkable Succeſs; and — in the + nn 

Manner allow him to die unenlig htned as to the Supremac 


fig Need of this Suppo 
in its Conſequences. 


And now, we come to IM this Conductof our Church | 


from the Hlemn pln — and Covenant, and our Weſtminſter 
And, wi to the Henn League, altho”. 


wovarſelves could-not Fan that Oath, unleſs it was altered 
„nor can we approve of the Methods 


in ſeveral Reſſ 
then taken. to o lige Perſons to ſwear it; yet we do not in- 
celine to enter intd any Diſpute about theſe or the Oath itſelf, 
as it was the Deed of our worthy Predeceſſors, who are not 
here to anſwer for! themſel ves, and who we believe entred 


into it in the Simplicity and Sincerity of their Hearts, But 


then we cannot help noticing the Reflections of a late Author, 
who, 1/},:treits it 40 ibly as to call it a iſchiovous 


of England was brought 
on 


Which are 


3 
AL „ a wma. om ; 


Adhe- 


* 
7 


7 


and Epiſcopaay? But the Reader will · obſerve, that there 2 . 
ſition to ſupport our preſent Argument, 
Riice Mr. WW iran. by: no means adheres to the Supremacy | 


| State-vool of-certain. 2 Oc. We anſwer, That, as we 


2 


* g 


FF , Mew moms 


. 


» 


——— in Harland, the Pedeltenet of our pr Clergy 


being the one Half of the Nation, betwixt their Tiends wg | 
Temporalities, were 2 inp to the Nobility bb] 


and erected into tempora and Baronies; _ 
by that valuable — — by che co 


iews of a Multitude of ——— thereby, ' Now; 5 
will it follow that theſe great and valuable Events both in 


England and Scorland were ev) Things, becauſeꝛthe Defigns 
of thoſe, who perhaps were principally 
ing them about, were thus r 2 


2dly, He excepts againſt the Expreſſion, That they Ga 
endeavour the Pietirparich of no Provaty, Sc. 


is generally exclaimed againſt, and ſhould never be bel 
by us, if it was not for the Senſe which ohf P. s 


appear to have had of it when they ſw-are that Oath, as we, 


| have it in their Paper called An Exhortation to the taking 
ie Hemm — &c. (See our Collection of Conſeſſions, 


e 104th at the Top. Rin age CON: | | 


printed 1725, 
cerning the Extirpation:of Prelacy, they aſſert thus, Nor is 


any Man hereby bound to offer any Fiolence to their Perſons, 
i. e. of Prelates, but only in his Place and-Calling to endes. 


vour their Extirpation in a lawful-Way. Now, as this Ex- 


hortation and oma: was drawn up by the A/embly at 


We org and approved by the Parliament of Eng 
them e he. to be read in every Pariſbaburcb 
before eg {wearing of the Covenant; ſo we haye thereby 


the whole Authority which authoriſed and appointed the 
Covenant, declaring that this was the Senſe of it, and in 


which Senſe they themſelves had by this Time ſworn i it, and 


therefore do now give it out to the Nation to be ſworn in this 


Senſt, and in no other. Nor was it poſſible it could Have any 


other Senſe in Scotland, ſeeing it would be monſtrous that 
the Oath ſhould have two Senſes, one in Scorland and another 


in England ; eſpecially that, as our Commiſſioners from 
Scotland were preſent at the Weſtminſter A when ſuch 
is declared to be the Senſe of it, ſo they had been alſo pre- 


| ſent at every Conference, both in Scotland and England, con- 


cerning the Covenant, and thereby muſt know-what was meant 
_ ceflity 


Ir ne Pride and * -VW. oi,” at ours 


e in brings 


| and inc by every Frein in I, 'Thrzebre-of N. 


FT 


_( 34 

6 me Senſe in which Bork Kurt 7 

eee that, by their ende ing 
; 8 , they meant, 1590, NO Hurt ur 10 
or erlon f any Man, not even of thie Prelates 
themſelves. 240, That their Endeavours muſt be in a May 
_ that was iwf, i. e. firſt by the Laws of God; amd then 
by the Laws of the Land; which comprehends all theſe Scri- 
Pure Means hereby we e ought to reclaim our Brother from 
1 Brrör, as by Exhortation, Reproof, Perſwafion, Sur or 
by bindering ot preventing his Practice or Executionof any 
Part of his Aae Uſu ion on the Church of Chriſt, 


as che Laws of the Land did permit or preſcribe. 3rd, That, 


"ents of all __ no Man fo mu esel bis reer and 
Ben = 2575; 

Now, as this WAS - all they meant, we can fi no * . 1 
eeption that can ariſe from Sound of 3 Word; mm ver- 
ta valem uſu. Indeed if that Oath was to be ſworn⸗ at: this 
Day, that Word behoved to be altered, becauſe it would 
not now imply the Senſe in which they then oonteited- t 
Ko above: But at preſent we are only concerned with their 


3570, He ſays, * That theſe Covenants were not binding 
«on any other Perſons than thoſe who figned 'them'; 
7 5 if his Father's Subſcription to theſe could bind hire; he 
© might by the ſame Rule bind him to be a Manet an.“ 5 
E common Objettion, but of no greater Weight than 
the other: For the Father's Oath to be a Mabometun could 
neither bind Father nor 8on; becauſe no Oath can bind any - 
Man, far leſs his Poſterity, to ſim a Ting God. But, if 45 
Gentleman ſhews any particular Thing to be finfal/ in our 
Covenants, we ſhall then icknowledge that neither he nor 
we are bound to that Particular; and, if he can go through 
the whole of the Covenants in that Wa 74 we ſhall then ac- 
knowledge that we have no more to do with them: But, 
till then, we muſt beg his Excuſe, and to be allowed to ſtate 


the Caſe of our Covenants in our own Way as follows: .. ft 


* That the Effect of an Oath, with reſpect to Matters in- 
different and belonging td Our natural Liberty, is, that ſuc! 
by our Oath teaſe to be indifferent, and we become bound 


[Ent in the Terms of our Oath, Rs with * 
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| F declared) heing ſworn nationally, ding our Ws | 


ſuch cannot be diffolved but be tlic Conlect 0 che Parties 
contracters: But, when the Oath of God is in Ss. thet 
God becomes a Pat invocate, becauſe of his C 


| tho ſuch might diſſo 
ſuperior to gur hi gheſt national Authority; and from w 


* 


r . My. can only 1 - = 
added Ty; to purſue the:Duty and, Ae the -but 
without Poibility.of - e e ge from 
hat they were before the 1 iſt hed by. 
e than any _— we can make. 7 

t theſe our Covenants (binding us to certain, ; Durics, 
and; to avoid anf reform certain Errors and Corrup 


Jong as it is the lame Nation, in the ſame Manne 3 
an's e ach binds: him ſo I as de is the 2 1 5 7 | | | 
form to that grand Inſtance of it decided by God et, 


che Cafe of the Grbeonites, Joſbus ix. 3,2), & S * if 
2. — 15. Where, J and the, People of Tae aving 5 
ſworn ito- preſerve | e Gibeonines, 400 Years thereafter; Saul 
attempted their Deſtruction, | r.which God plagued Mae 


| ith three Yeats Fairs, : gel Satisfaftion Was made to the 


Now, A1 5. chat! even ee Covenant are 3 | 
ted: as Civil Contracts betwixt one Nation and another, of 
-nationally by ane Nation to each other amongſt themſel ves, 


is it at all ſufficient for that Gentleman to ay, 
* our-Solemn League was execute through the 1 5 by 
« the then pablick Authority of the Ebbe yet it was aſterz 
« wards diflc diſſolved by the lame publick Soto. For 

Tat it as it was a Civil yet it 
could never d unde the Oath of God adhibite to it, Wah 


we can neyet get free, but by ſhewing that the Sub 
1s ſinful. N to rerurm 5 be o yy e Sha 
Inna, 26. dt our Neſtminſter Conteiſion, 2. 
"offers, T hat Saints by Pralle 5 bound to San ane 
Holy Fellowſps and Communion in.the Worſvip of God, and 
performing. fuch other. ſpiritud Services as tend to their mu- 
rual Elification, Sc. N hich. Communion, 48 God offereth Op- 
Portuxity, is te bs. extended 70. all. theſe avho in GY, Place 


| fol. on, the Name of the Lord 2 7 of 3 | 1 
is Ss WA the: great Defi Li of our Prod eflot s by th _ 
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| to ae Backe Worſhip, Diſsipline and Government of 


34 


zue was to bind e theſe Nations, 


rian Church, Which they did by the firſt Clauſe 


AO; and, as'a Conſequence thereof, they, by the 


ſecoud Clauſe; bound themſelves to a Reformation from eve- 


that is contrary to the ſound Doctrine they had ie- | 
ere the firſt Cla 9 


ende ee Popery, Protacy, Hereſy, 
Ken 8. Se. as 5 to Wie ad DoFrine, ” 


this fecond Clauſe, an haill other Clau 75 really as a 
| Guard to the Punt Performance of the Fen 


"3160, Where is or can be the DoFrine of our Presby 


| S. oe n to in the Solemn League, een 


Mon, which, by theſe who had ſworn 


Oh in wei e ene 120 fying the ſaid Confe/ 


fon, 25th Auguſt 1647, i —. to 1 the chigeſt Part 
of: that Uniformity in Religion, which by the Solemn League 
ve are Boum to, &c. and, after full Examination, is there 
alſo declared. to be moſt agreeable to the Word of God, and, 
N. B. in nothing contrary to the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſes- 
line and Government of this Kirk ; and therefore ever fince, 
Time to Time, ' ſubſcribed by the ſeveral Members of 


this Church, as the very Standard and Teſt of her Doctrine, 
and ingrofled i in our At of Parliament as ſuch ? 80 that 


we ſtand: gen the Dope of the fore-cited Article of 
our Confeſſion, by this firſt Clauſe of our Sem League: 
And therefore our endeavouring to extirpate Prelacy, Here- 


Þ. &c. conform to the ſecond Clauſe o that Oath, muſt be 


with the DoFrine of the foreſaid Article of our 
Confelſon 3 becauſe our Oath can never contain what is in- 


. for ſuch would for ever d iſannul the Ongar) 
8 


Aro, Fhat as, by the forefaid Article- of our Confeſſion, 


* ruſt keep Communion in the Worſhip of "God, with all 


re who in every Place call on the Name of the Lord J- 


ſus, and to the punctual Performance of which we are bound 
by. the Oath of God in this firſt Clauſe of our Slemn 
League; it . 1 our Eudgavours to extirpate Prec 


tacy, &c. cannot be Communion with ſuch in 


the Warp of God, b uſt be by all the other , | 


'* Bb 


8 


Meat A met, (25.3 to n. Goa, an 

dhe Laws of the Land, to endeavour the Extirpation of Pre- 
, lacy, as it is a, Error, and Incroachment on the C ie of 
Chriſt : But ſtill our Endeavours to reform that Error, muſt 


be eonfiſtent with the Doctrine which in the ſame Oath: vx 


ve yorn to maintain. 
ry That as we are bound by "the foreſaid Fe ph our 
Confeſſion of Faith, and the Oath of our Covenant, thus 20 


Communion in the Wor God, '20ith all t 
Nip emmy call on 2 of tht Lord es oh =p 


never be reſtricted to thoſe of our own Church: For r ie 1. 


all choſe who in every Place, Sc. whereby piſcopals or 5 
3 whether Miniſters or Laicks, e 


any other Nation, cannot be excluded from our * ORE | 
nion. So that as ſoon as de ate ſatisfied concerning the 
 Reglity of a Perſon's Chriſtianity, altho* we ſhould differ 


from him.in ſome Points, yet, Cn, theſe Points are con- 
ſiſtent with the Thuth and Reality of his e,, we are 
bound to keep Communion with him, as above: But if theſe 
Points, wherein we differ, ate inconſiſtent with the Truth 
of his Chriſtianity, we have nothing to do with ſuch. Per- 


5 becauſe this Communion i is, by the Article, the cm. 


munion of Saints. ON 


670, As it is thus evident, that we cannot ſubmit to any 


Error in Doctrine, Which i deſtructive of the Perſon s 


Chriſtianity with whom we hold this Communion.; ſo as 


little can we ſubmit to any Holarry in our Worſhip, or to 


any other ſinful Term of this Communion :- But then, ſo ſoon 

as any Perſon that is Epiſcopal, or of any other Denomina- | 

tion whom we admit to be real. Chri . r 1 
orſhip 


whatever we 2 againſt as unlawful in their 
ſhall ſubmit to ſuch Manner of Worſhip againſt which — 


can make no Exception; we then become bound, by this 


Article of our Corfe Non, " and by. the Oath of our Covenant, 
ꝛ0 hold Communion with ſuch Perſon i in zbe Worſbip of God, 
and in every other ſpiritual Service or Exerciſe: tendin 60 


our mutual e as expreſſed in che foreſaid Article. 
We 3 this Time. it is evident, that altho Mr 
againſt as being too extenſiy 6 : 


M bitefield h 


6 And on a gecous called ow . 
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Fudruarian : 
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e 36 ) 
#111 Jan Principles; $f Tow any Thing: he has faid, . 
canpot Well be more extenſive in his Charity, or lathtuding-- 
nian in his Communion, than our Church" is, in the foreſaid 
Article of our Confeſſhon, to which we are bound * 
Oath of God in our Se mn e e 
And naw, from the whole of what is paſt; i it appears, that, 
of the many Reaſons for refuſing to hear the Crates on the 
Reſtoration, none of them Wee Mr. Wohitefidd, except 
the Supremacy and Ken 9 K And altho' theſe are inſert 
am amongſt the foregoing eaſons, and largely inſiſted on, as 
they are an 5 on Xt Church of of Cheiſt ; yet it was , 
eſpecially becauſe theſe Curates had fo lately abjured * 
topacy and Sypremgey, and thereafter ſubmitted to both not. 
withſtanding 5 whereby they were become wilfully perju- JI, 
red, 5 pores Bt the Reformation they had attained: 
800 chat it was Epi iſcopacy and Supremacy” as yp 
with ſeveral other greater Climes, which made them 
refuſe to hear, on the ende But, when ſeparate from if 
theſe other Crimes, 'we'find Supremacy and E Epiſcopacy no | 
ſufficient Ground to refuſe a Man's Miniſt erwile. un- | 
exceptionable, as was the Caſe of the firſt Period of Epiſ- "1" 
"copacy, for the Reaſons before given; eſpecially that 55 == 
_ Mmuſtry was always allowed to — valid by this Church 
from the Reformation to chis Day: For, if it had not, they | 
muſt have been re- ordained; but Re-ordination was never ” |, \ 
heard of in our Church, except by the Prelates in the Caſe : 
'before-mentioned. / And: when the Validity of their Mini- 
ſtry was diſputed by ſome particular Members of this Church, 
| it was for a particular Purpoſe only, and the Queſtion. al. 
. ways given up as to their being Miniſters ſtill; and, if Mi- 
1 niſfers, ſurely Miniſters of Chriſt, provided they are other- 
wio.iſe worthy of that Office; and that becauſe our Church 
i ſtill founded u N the FEvidenecof an inward Call, as before 
= deſcribed, with an Indifference by whom the external Ordi- ch 
mation was performed. And that this muſt neceſſarily have an 
been the Principle of our Church, appears undyoidably from YF a 
| the Caſe of the * Aﬀtinbly 16 382 For if Epiſcopal Ordina- . 2 
tion was not good: and valid; then our e n 
ö upon the 16 a muſt de null, 'becauls a 4 non e- Ne N 
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of 


the preceeding Period. So that, before we could T | 
 lidity to our then Reformation, we would be obliged to 
prove that, at leaſt, the far greater Part, : if not the whole, 14 
of the Aſſembly 17 38 were ordained by Presbyters; While 

the contrary is true; inſomuch, that it would be imp. 
ſible to prove, that. a third, or even a fourth Part, or any. 
confiderable Number of them, were ordained by Presbyters. 
Wherefote it muſt be allowed, as it always was by this Church 
from the Reformation to this Day, that Perſons Epiſeopallg 
ordained are Miniſters of Chriſt, provided they are other- 

wiſe worthy of that Office. ee 

7 all as this was . our Church, 
| they formed our Confeſſion of Faith <A 5. ag we 
„ have * the . Article thereof; from which, 
and conſequently from our Covenant, we have made 4 ng 
evidently our Obligation to keep Communion with ſuch in 


the Worſhip of Gad, on the Terms and Conditions before- 
mentioned. And as this was the Principle of our Church LB 
from and fince the Time of our foreſaid Confeſſion and d — 
Teague, ſo, when this our We/tminſter Confeſſion was appro- 1 
ved by Actof Aſſembly, our Church therein declared, that it | | 
was, N. B. in nothing contrary. to the received Doctrine, &. 
'of this Church, as well as, N. B. noſt agreeable to the Word 
of God: And therefore this muſt have been our Principle nm 
from the Reformation to that Time, which we are ſure was | I 


4,\ 
W 


true, becauſe it was their Practice, the beſt Evidence of eve: 1 
I vyñ honeſt Man's Principles; and which Practice could be yer 
further made appear in many Inſtances, if needful. Where: | 
fore we conclude, that this was the Principle of our Church | 
From the Reformation to this Day, el i nt 
1" And becauſe we can have no more from any Church un- 
der Heaven, than her Principle and Practice in that Behalf; 
we ſhall therefore . conclude by obſerving, that: this Prin- 
ciple and Practice of our Church is conform to the Scripture, 
and the very. Spirit of the Goſpel therein. From which it 
appears, that, ſo ſoon as we are ſatisſied of the Tum and 
g Nai of each others C hriſtianity, we qught to hold C9. 
munion in the Worſhip of God together, ſo far as we are a- 
reed; or in the Apaſtle's Words, Mypereto wwe hau a - 
Fray attained, we dught to walt 0 5 


* 


ft 4 
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the Texts following: 1 Cor. v. 11. . 
Shire fs Son or Coverous, or. an 


. #tolater, or a Railer, or a Drunkard, eee 


evith ſuth an one 710 not to eat. And, 2 Theſſ. iii. 6,——14. 
Now wwe command you, &cc. that you avithdraw from every 
Brother that walketh hab er derly, and not after the T1 aden 
which he received of us, Ver. 11. For there are ſome 
_ evhich walk among you diſorderly, working not at all, — 
Ver. 1 2. Such we command and exhort, &c. that with 
ng "they work, and eat their own Bread. -Ver. 14. 


Dat Man, and have no C ny with him, that he may be 


#ſbamed, Nou, as all theſe Sins enumerate in the firſt Text, 
with the Sin of Idlencks mentioned in the { 


de all Fimmoralities which are obviouſly ſuch, even by the 
Light of Nature without the Help of Revelation, ſo they 


are all Sins againſt Zight and Knowledge ; or if we take in 
| the Expreſſion, ver. C. Contrary to the Tradition which be ro- 
tei ven of us, to comprehend other Sins; yet theſe, being con. 
to what a Perſon has once received, muſt ſtil be againſt 
his Knowledge : So that the whole Sins here mentioned, beg 
committed or perſiſted in againſt Light and Knowledge, 
are quite different from the Communion we plead for, whi r 
is only in the Caſe of a Perſon's being — or, in his 


It is in vain to that if we may withdraw from a Per- 
ſon on account of 3 Immoralities before - mentioned, much 


mote ought we to 2virhdraw. on other Accounts of more Im- = 


Portance to the Church of Chriſt; for Kill theſe, what- 
ever they are, muſt be in the Cireumſtances of theſe Texts, 
bye being Sins againſt Zight and Knowledge, before we can 
by the V Warrant of theſe Texts 20:thdraw from ſuch. 


Therefore it follows, that where a Perſon is unenlightued, 
to differ 
1 25 5 


85 14 


1 vein his Searches and Enquiry after Truth, 
Kom us in ſome Points not incnſtent with his Chri 


de are within dan 


2 -I63- 


=. Fi 
„ 


r and Searches after Truth, happens to differ from us 
in this of that _ nowiſe inconfiſten with his Chriſtianity. 


— 


15, 16. bound to hold C unon with him fo far as we e? 
agreed, or whereunto we have already attamed, &c. But in 
the Caſe of a Perſon guilty of the mmoralities before. men- 


even to Eecommunication. | >». ol 
' 2do, Another Interruption of this Communion which the 5 
Scripture injoins, is, when by ſpiritual Tyranny, Impoſition | 
and Perſecution, the Truth is corrupted, and our Chriſtian | 
|| Liberty deſtroyed, as in the Times of our Forefarhers; hne 
indeed it is, in a more ſpecial Manner, neceflary that aus ſhould by. 
contend earneſtly for the Faith, and even in the leaſt Things | 
I ſſtand faſt in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt bath made us free, : 
without ſuffering ourſelves to be again imangled with the Yoke | 1 
of Bondage, - Fude 3. Gal. v. 1. But when we are not in | 
| fuch a Caſe, as bleſſed be God we are not at preſent, nen 
dhe former Rule from Phil. iii. 15, 16. ought to take Place 
| - amoneſt viſible Saints, as it did in the Beginning of Chriſti. 

_ anity, Acts iv. 22, Where the Multitude of them that bes 
lieved were of one Heart and f one Soul. N. B. It is notfaid, 
of one Mind, Judgment or Opinion in all Things, which = 

we can never expect to be while in this im State; not 

= even amongſt thoſe who are the moſt cloſely connected to» | 

\ 4 gether, even by Partiſhip itſelf, or otherwiſe, © 3 

And when, notwithſtanding all theſe Differences in lefler 1 


VP 
4 


Matters, which are not inconſiſtent with our Chriſtoaniny, we = | 
ſhall, by the Bleſſing of God, be brought to a regular Exe- 
cCeution of this Article of our Confeſſion and the Scriptures be- 
ore cited, then, and not till then, that Part of our bleſſed 
7 Lord's interceflory Prayer have its Accompliſhment, gm 
\ xvii. 21. T hat they all may be Ons, as thou, Father, art 
; in me, and I in thee, that they alſo may be One in us: That 


jk the World may believe that thou haſt ſent me. Ver. 23. Im | 
4. them, and thou in me, that they may be made penfect in One, "(8 

aud that the World may know that thou haſt ſent me. = 

© Where our bleſſed Lord puts the Evidence of his Miſſion We 
b pon this very Unity of his Members in him, and amongſt | 
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